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TO THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST,

WORSHIPPING CORNER ELEVENTH AND WASHING-
TON STREETS, WAcO, TEXAS. °

Dear Brethren: 3

. At our regular prayer meeting service, April,
1889, Bro. Jno. T. Walton read an essay entitled,
“The History of the Church of Christ, Waco, Texas,”
which he had prepared by request. This wasreceived
with so much favor, that the brethren present unan-
imously decided to have 1,000 copies of it printed,
not only for your use, but for the infcrmation of the
public. We were appointed a committee of publi-
cation. /

It was still further agreed that there be published
with this address, a list of the active members of
this Church, resident in and near Waco. It was
understood that the printed list should not in any
sense set aside or abridge the authority of the reg-
ular Church Register. The brotherhood feel the
need of publishing in tract form such a list of mem-
bers, in order that we may better keep each other in
sight, that our regard for each other may be in-
creased, and that our ability for usefulness be greatly
strengthened. S

This appended list of names is published under
the supervision of the Official Board, composed of
the Elders and Deacons of the congregation. We
assure you that any mistake that may have been
made was unintentional. In examining the regular







HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. OF CHRIST,

NOW WORSHIPPING AT THE CORNER OF ELEVENTH
AND WASHINGTON STS., WACO, TEXAS.

BY INO. T. WALTON.,

There being no record of the organization of the
Church of Christ of Waco, Texas, and having been
requested to write our recollections of the same,
will do the best we can.

In the year 1870, there being a few scattering
Disciples here, in the summer of that year two
good old sisters that loved the cause determined to
try and have an organized body in Waco. Having
heard cf Brother B. F. Hall, who lived at Farming-
ton, Grayson county, Texas, about 200 miles from
Waco, there being no railroad here at that time,
they procured a wagon and went to see him, and he
promised to come and hold us a meeting. Some
few of you remember the sisters we speak of —
Grandma Phebe W. Moore and Aunt Sallie Skid-
more, as we lovingly called them —two faithful
women, to whom t’he Church of Christ of Waco is
indebted more than all others. They were full of
the love of Christ—they were the mothers of the
Church ; indeed, they went about doing good every-
where—we all loved them so much. Tney have
long since passed away, and we hope to meet them
on the other shore, for we feel sure that they are
“waiting and watching for us.” We have and
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6 Church History and Register.

shelling corn the children would gather the cobs,
and build cob houses, and they would dance around
them, and if any one came too near their houses
they would cry out, “don’t come too near my house,
or you will throw it down. So we were compelled
to move, and our Methodist brethren kindly ten-
dered us the chappel of the Female College, for
they themselves had no church building at that time.
So we met there for a short time, when we were
again informed that we would have to move, as they
intended to hold a meeting. So it was with the sects
at that time, they were afraid of our teaching. be-
cause of their cobhouses. They treatus bétter now.
This calls to our mindsan incident which happenedat
that time. A lady who was a very strong Methodist;
whose husband had been a Methodist minister was
attending the meeting, and Bro. Hall told the
people one night that if any one would find in the
New Testament, sprinkling for baptism, he would
give them the finest Bible to be found in either of
our book stores. The lady was very indignant, and
remarked as she went home that night—*that
preacher is a fool—I have read that passage, a-many
a time, and I will show it to him, not that [ want
his old Bible, but to convince him that it is there.”
A very short time afterwards Bro. Hall told her he
would like very much to call her sister,but he could
not. “No,” she said, “l am a Methodist, warp and
filling, checked back the same way and beat up
thick, and my husband wasa Methodist and I know
he was a good man, and I know he has gone to
heaven. Bro. Hall replied that Cornelius was a good
man too, but he had to be baptised. The lady re-
plied, I don’t know anything about Cornelius, but T
did know Mr. Brown.” 5o she read daily to find

sprinkling, but failed, of course, so she said while
looking for sprinkling for baptism, I found so much
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that I was commanded to do that I have not done,
that I have read myself out of the Methodist church.
She is now one of the strongest believers we have,
and has very little patience with the sects, and says
if there was no Christian church, there is no other
she could go to. Bro. Hall was the first Christian
preacher she ever heard.

So we went to the court house, had candles for
light and rough plank with props under the ends
for seats, which were much better filled then than
now, for we had more zeal and love for the Master
then; we were even willing to stand to hear the
gospel preached. Are we the same disciples we
were then ? We were all preachers and missionaries
then all at work.

We know that those who were at the organization
‘remember how much more zeal and love we had
then than now, We were called by the lady we
boarded with religious tramps, because we were
always going about trying to do good—visiting the
sick—relieving the distressed as far as we could, for
this we were called religious tramps. Oh, that there
were more tramps; more of that kind.. We look
back sometimes and grieve and long for the good
old days of the past that have gone to come again
no more. :
~ Bro. D. Pennington came in and assisted Bro.
Hall at the close of one of 'the best meetings we
have ever had in Waco. After the meeting closed
we employed Bro. H. D. Bantau to preach for us—
he was a good man and an excellent preacher. We
all loved him so much, many were added to the
church during his stay with us. We paid $1,200 per
year besides numerous presents to himsell and

family, and the same was promptly paid. All of us
were poor then, none had more than their home-
steads, but all did their whole duty, and did it nobly,
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Next came Bro. Jno. Ellis who did not stay with us
long—a good man—but he did not suit this climate.
Next came Bro. J. H. Banton, though not employed
by the church, he preached whenever he could. Bro.
Banton was appointed judge of this judicial district
at a time when preachers and good men were scarce.
He did us a great dealof good by his preaching and
more by his example, Hegave the church stand-
ing we were entitled to before, but which had never
been accorded us. If ever there was a pure, good
man Bro. Banton was. He lived his religion—he
carried it with him to the judge's stand. We have
heard that when a criminal was sentenced in his
court he would say it was right and just,for in law he
was a just and impartial judge—he was everywhere
called the just judge. What a noble man he was
and how much we miss him and his influence
over us, for none knew him but to love, and no
one spoke of him but in praise. We will never for-
get the last sermon we heard him preach a few
Lords’ day’s before he was taken from us. It was
on the Spirit Land—he preached this by request,
and he was so good and pure that it seemed that he
was allowed to lift the vail and show and tell us cf
the beauty and loveliness of the home beyond—he
told us in beautiful language of the glory and
hapginess in store for the faithful and the doom of
those that know not God. This sermon’s equal has
never been preached in- Waco. During our first
state meeting in Waco Bro. Banton was away
from home holding court—he was taken sick
and brought home to die. What sorrow there was
no one can tell. The whole of the city of Waco did
what it never did before, or since—they all closed

their doors, and all attended his funeral, showing
him respect that had never been shown any one be-
fore or since. It seemed at that time that the light

~
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of the Church had gone out with him. We shall
never forget him; and dear brothers and sisters,
may each and every one of us continue faithful, and
meet him on the other shore. During this time we
had occupied the Court House Street school house,
Sam Houston Hall, over Jones' livery stable, and
Richey's Hall. While we were worshiping at Sam
Houston Hall a lady, the wife of a prominent at-
torney-at-law, who had once been a member of the
Church of Christ, was solicited to attend our meet-
ing. She replied that she would not attend Church
over a stable, forgetting that our Savior was born in
what is commonly known as a stable. Oh, what
will not pride do?

Next we purchased alot on South Fifth street,
and erected our first church building in 1875. Oh,
the times we had in paying for that first church
building! " The next preacher we had was Bro. J.
H. Crutcher, who was a good young man, but we
had been spoiled, as it were, by our former preach-
ers; he did not please all of the congregation, but he
visited a good deal and did a good work, but not
many were added to the Church. During this time
Mr. J. M. Killough, who was then a prosperous mer-
chant, presented us with our Communion service.
Next came Bro. W. E. Hall, a most eloquent
speaker, and one that drew large houses for a while.
He was with us for two years.

Next came Bro. G. L, Surber, a man that was full
of the spirit of Christ, and was a great worker among
the young. He itwas that first tried to develop the
talent of the young men of the Church. He had
prayer meetings for the young men, and had them
first to read and then to pray, and some of the elder

ones first prayed in public at those meetings. He
believed in discipline. The Church, by this time,
needed some attention. In the good old days when

/
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a brother or sister did wrong, they made public ac-
knowledgment, and asked and received the forgive-
ness of the brothers and sisters. Bro. S. did a good
work, but we were divided on him and he left us,
and has returned to his former home, where he is
doing a grand work, and he is held in high esteem.
We next employed Bro. D. Pennington, who was
said to be a fine preacher at other places, but he
himself said that he had never been able to preach
in Waco. He is a good man, and has built up
churches in other places, but he did not remain here
long. Next came Bro. W. H. Goodloe, a good man,
and he tried hard to build up the Church, but he did
not stay long with us. Soon after this, we think
about March, 1885, a committee, consisting of J. W.
Mann, Jas. I. Moore and Jno. T. Walton, were ap-
pointed a committee, with full power, to sell the old
church property, as it had become unsafe, and unde-
sirable, as a house of worship, and said committee was
given power to buy a new lot, and erect a new house of
worship. Wesold the old church building to Dickey
and Higginson for $2,500, and purchased our pres-
ent location, .which is 108 feet on Washington street
by 165 feet to an alley, from R. B. Killough and wife,
Februry 16, 1886, for $2,500. During this time we
worshiped in Moore's Hall, on Austin street, and we
should thank Bro. Jas. I. Moore for the use of his
hall (we don’t think it has ever been done), for he
kindly let us have it rent free. Bro. W. K. Homan,
whom you all remember, preached for us next. He
did not stay with us long. We first had the organ
in church worship during his stay with us,

Next came Bro. W. H. Bagby, a good man, who
is with us yet. By this time we had finished our

new church building, a splendid edifice, at a cost of
$16,000, lot $2500, total $18,500, on which we owe
a balance of $8,000. While the amount may look
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Sanders, Miss Jennie. ... ... .. 608 South Fifth street
Stephens, Mrs. Florence A .. 215 North Third street
Sanders, W.L.,. .... ....1218 Washington street
Sanders, Mrs. Ann E. ... ... 1218 Washington street
Steed Gha R At of e i ... Country
SteedicGeo W 4 rdny s il ey TR Country
Searcy, Whitney..North Thirteenth & Jeflerson street
Thomas, Wm. J...... (Edgefield) South First street

Thomas, Mrs. Nancy P (Edgefield) South First street
Tipton, Miss Maggie A . Sixteenth & Webster street

WVicloa WL IS Seventeenth & Washington street
Vick, Mrs.Susan A.Seventeenth & Washington street
Walton, JohnT............ 1225 Washington street
Walton, Mrs. KateE..... . 1225 Washington street
Wiallace WD s utss S S e e Faa StV Co
Wallace iBent H S i ey e East Waco
Wallace A Cw it uielre . Lt i SRSt Waco
Wortham, Mrs. P.P. ... ... . 913 South Tenth street
Wort ham FING ) 913 South Tenth street

Wilcox, Miss Laura. . Eighteenth & Columbus street
Worsham, Mrs. Florence. .402 North Seventh street
Willis, Miss Bessie..... ... 1622 South Third street

CONCERNING CREEDS.

One of the peculiar features of our plea for the
restoration of primitive Christianity —its doctrine,
its spirit, its ordinances and its life—which move-
ment was begun by Thomas and Alexander Camp-
bell, about 1809, has been an attack upon human,
authoritative creeds. Divisions in the church—the
body of Christ, have produced such creeds, and
these creeds in turn have produced divisions. The
church will never enjoy the unity for which Jesus
prayed in the seventeenth chapter of John, until it
ceases to abuse or misuse creeds. We say misuse
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lor they have a certain value if properly used, but
if abused they greatly hinder the cause of Christ.
So-called Liberal Christians, such as Unitarians and
Universalists oppose the popular creeds of
Christendom because they do not believe what they
contain, while with us their teachings meet with
general acceptance. [Tim: 8;] Paul says: *“We
know that the law is good if a man use it lawfully,”
and in regard to another good gift he says: “Use
this world as not abusing it.” Food, light, air,
truth—yes, every precious boon may be abused,
causing one pain rather thar comfort.

Our word creed is from the Latin Credo, I be-
lie¥e, and in the dictionary is defined as being “a
definite summary of what is believed,” but in order
to fully understand its popular use, the meanings
arising therefrom must be classified. The following
arrangement may be found of service:

1. A summary of what a religious body believes,
and which it uses, not as an authoritative test of
fellowship, but for the information of the public in
general as well as of its own members in particular.

For example, we have the thirty-nine articles of
religion as used by Episcopalians, the twenty-five
articles of religion of Methodists, such books as
Alexander Campbell's Clristian System, and such
tracts as Isaac Errett's Our Position, as well as a
certain portion of this pamphlet. None of these are
used as authoritative tests of one's fitness for
baptism, nor of one’s Christian fellowship, this is left
for other instruments to decide. The use of this
kind of a creed is commendable rather than ob-
jectionable. In the most complete use of the word
in this sense the whole Bible is the Christian’s creed
or summary of what is believed. :

2. In the second sense the word creed is used to
designate an instrument used by a religious body
for its discipline or government. In this sense we
have for example the Methodist Discipline, the
Episcopalian Prayerbook and the Presbyterian Con-
fession of Faith. In so far as these books transgress
the bounds of Christian liberty, legislating or ex-
ercising authority upon matters settled by the

:
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teachings of Christ and his apostles, in this much is
their use to be deplored. We should not only stand
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath set us [ree,
using our sanctified commonsense in matters left to
our judgment, but we should be careful not to usurp
the authority of the great Head of the church, but
should cry out against such an assumption. In all
divine matters the New Testament is the Christian’s
true creed or authoritative book of discipline. In
testing one's fitness for baptism or of Christian
fellowship, in the observance of the Lord's supper,
in the administration of baptism and in proving the
standing of the Christian ministry, a copy of the
New Testament should be used, and its dicisiBns
and teachings should be considered as final. All
teaching and practice subversive of this rule is akin
to the spirit of Anti-christ. In matters of faith we
speak where the Bible speaks and are silent where
it is silent. It is only in matters of Christian liberty
that we are free.

3. In the third sense the word creed is used to
designate an instrument or form of words by which
the faith of a person seeking baptism is tried. The
three most popular creeds of this kind known
to the Christian world are the so-called Apostles,
Creed, the Creed of the Council of Nice and the so-
called Creed of Athanasius,

As to the so-called Apostles’ Creed, SCHAFF
HERTZOG RELIGIOUS ENCYCLOPEDIA savs that it
is an accretion—a growth from a shorter symbol,
and that in its present form it did not come into use
until the beginning of the fifth century. Here is its
present form, its paragraphs numbered by the
writer of this article in order to facilitate reference.

I. “I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth. ¢

II, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He decended into hell
(Hades), The third day he arose from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand
of God the IFFather Almighty; From thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
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III. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy
Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints: The
Resurrection of the body; And the Life Everlasting,
Amen."”

(We omit the other two creeds for want of space.)

Now, these words are true, and in beautiful form,
but its use as a test of fitness for baptism.is open to
serious objections.

1. It was made without the authority of Christ,
and is consequently a step in the wrong direction.

2. Section third, at least, adds some things which,
though true, were not required by the Apostles of
candidates for baptism.

3. It rather diverts faith or trust from the glorious
person of the Redeemer, causing it to also rest in
the church and other things found in section III.
Thus is the heart injured, the lovely person of the
Savior obscured, and the truth concerning the
matters found in section III. abused.

4. Again, it excludes too much, for if men are to
be permitted to add to the Apostolic test of personal
trust in the glorious person of Jesus Christ (See
Matt xvi:16; John iii:16; Acts xvi:31; Rom x:9; etc)
why require them to believe as a test of fitness for
baptism that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate,and
not that he was sold, betrayed and arrested by Judas,
denied by Peter, and forsaken by all> Are not these
truths as important as the others? If not, why not?
And if we are permitted to add to fundamental
Christian truth, where are we to stop? And when
will baptism take place? / 7

5. Next, there is so much in this creed that it
tends to keep our younger believing children out of
the Church of Christ. Such an abuse of truth is
largely responsible for the catechumenical system
with all of its misfortunes. The moment a little
child loving Jesus Christ feels that it is a sinner, and
believes that Jesus died and rose again for salvation,
- that moment it should be asked to confess Christ
with the mouth, in order that a burial with Christ
in baptism may follow. Much of the truth presented
in this creed and all other human creeds Jesus in-
tended should be learned ofter one came into the
church, and not before. “Thou art the Christ the
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Son of the living God” was Simon Peter's good con-
fession, and when understood that it must include
the whole heart, intellect, will and affections, it
indicates the Christian faith which alone is the life
of the soul. These later human tests are of less
service in keeping unstable persons and impostors
out of the church than was the original, simple,
apostolic test. Little objection could be made
against these creeds if they were used solely as the
Methodists use the twenty-five articles of religion,
and as the Episcopalians use the thirty-nine articles.

4. But the word creed may be employed in a
fourth sense. It may be used of an instrument or
form of words used to test the fellowship of the per-
son seeking admission into the church, for all de-
nominations require something more thau faith in
order to recognition of full fellowship. Methodists,
Presbyterians and Episcopalians require acceptance
of the so-called Apostles’ Creed, and baptism, or,
more accurately, what they call baptism. The Apos-
tolic test is faith in Christ, and obedience to him by
being buried with him in baptism. In New Testa-
ment times, no matter who the candidate was, nor
how ignorant he was, nor how many errors he held,
the moment he submitted to Christian baptism that
moment he became a Christian, and was given all
the privileges of the Kingdom of God. In a few
things God demands unity, in many points he gives
liberty.

5. But our thoughts concerning the creed ques-
tion may be carried forward another step. Some-
thing is needed with which to test the standing of
the person that has become a member of a Christian
congregation. Baptism can not be required, for it
is to be performed but once; absolute obedience to
all of Christ’s commandments is not possible, for all
men are weak. Herein the denominations some-
what err. Methodists not only require acceptance
of the so-called Apostles’ Creed and baptism, but
they also require the candidate to submit to the
Methodist discipline, and wear the name Methodist,
which not only usurps in some measure the author-
ity of Christ, but tends to dishonor him. The same
charge may be urged against all denominations.
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Eyen our Baptist brethren, as nobly as they have
stood for civil and religious liberty, and as much as
they are now decrying human creeds as tests for
baptism, yet require their members to submit to
what they call “Baptist usages,” a practice which
was unknown to Christ and his Apostles.

Much more could be added, but this must suffice.
The Church is enjoying more light than for at least
fifteen hundred years. Human authoritative creeds
are losing their power upon the minds of men. Let
us feel assured that as we go torward toward a com-
plete rejection of the abuse of these human symbols
our faith in the dear and lovely Saviour may grow
stronger and stronger.

OUR POSITION.

We love all who love our Lord, and we take pleas-
ure in presenting to them a brief statement of our
position. We are glad to be able to say that there
is scarcely anything recognized by the denomina-
tions known as evangelical, as essential or vital, that
is not as truly and firmly held by us as by them.
But, in addition to this, we are making a plea pe-
culiar to ourselves, the definite Christian value of
which gives us the divine right to present our work.

I. THAT IN WHICH WE AGREE WITH EVANGELICAL
PARTIES.

1. The divine inspiration of the Holy Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments.

2. The revelation of God, especially in the New
Testament, in the tri-personality of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.

3. The alone-sufficiency and all-sufficiency of the
Bible, as a revelation of the divine character and
will, and of the Gospel of grace by which we are
saved; and as a rule of faith and practice.

4. The divine excellence and worthiness of Jesus
as the Son of God; his perfect humanity as the Son
of man; and his official authority and glory as the
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peculiar teachings of Armenians? and wice versa.
There is nothing either vital or fundamental in these
matters. All that love and obey Jesus Christ are
brethren and should treat each other as such. Christ,
while asking us to be one in faith and fellowship,
permits liberty in all else. The terms of Christian
fellowship and the conditions of salvation should be
exactly the same. Let us cultivate the Christian
Spirit, and it will not be long before much that now
divides the church will  be forgotten.

[11. ERRONEOUS CONCEPTIONS EXPLAINED.

1. As an aggregate, either of individuals or of
congregations, we make no claim to being the
Church of Christ. Each one of the following bodies,
the Romish church, the Greek church, and the
Anglican or Episcopal church claims to be in an ex-
clusive sense the Church of Christ. Methodist and
Presbyterian churches claim to be branches of the
Church of Christ, while we hold the position of our
Baptist and Congregational brethren, that while we
are members of the Body of Christ we have no
ecclesiastical organization higher than the con-
gregation, and that only our churches—Ilocal
congregations, are Churches of Christ. We do not
ask the denominations to break up their congrega-
tions, but simply to drop the humanisms to which
they hold.

2. Wedo not claim an exclusive right to the
name Christian.

3. We do not deny that the pious unimmersed
will be saved.

4. We are undenominational because we have
neither a human name nor an ecclesiastical
organization of churches. We are interdenominational
because  we recognize Christian truth wherever
found, and seek to embody all Christian truth in
our teaching; we are anti-denominational, not be-
cause we do not love our denominational brethren,
but because we object to their unscriptural names,
their usurpation of authority in their forms of
church government, their human authoritative
creeds, their partial suppression of inspired in-
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HELPS TO BIBLE STUDY.

The Bible, which is the revelation of the will of Gog
was given through men. Heb. 1: 1, “God, who at sundr;
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto th*
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son” Before the Son ascended ixe gave U

+ men the great commission to preach the gospel to every

creature. See Matt. 28: 19, 20; Mark 16: 15,16; Luke 24:
4, 48. These, as well as those who preceded them, wer:
enabled to know and teuch his will {;y the ipspiration of
the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1: 21, “Holy men o. God spake
asthey were moved by the Holy Spirit.” Matt. 10: 20,
‘It is not ye (apostles) that speaK, but the Spirit of your
Father which speaketh in you.” This is why the Bible is
called “the sword of the Spirit,” Eph. 6: 17. Hence,
while the Bible is the word and will of God, it is made
known by men, {0 men, and for men.

DivisioNs or TaE BIBLE.

The first part is called the Old Testament, because it
was written to those who lived under the covenant made
at Sinai between God and the Jews, and of which Moses
was mediator. The other is called the New Testament,
l)ecause it was given tothose under the covenantof which
Jesus ismediator. In these weread of three dispensations
— Patriarchal, reaching from the fall of Adam to thegiving
of the law on Sinai; Jewish, from this time till the corona-
tion of Jesus in heaven; and Christian, from the first
Pentecost after his resurrection till the end of time. Thus
wo see the starlight, moonlight, and sunlight ages.

The Old Testament consists of “the law of Moses, the
Prophets, and the Psalms.” See Luke 24: 44. The law
of Moses contains Genesis to Deuteronomy, and gives an
account of the creation of the world and its inhabitants,
and God’s first dealings with man.

The Prophets contain Joshua, Judges, I and I SBamuel,
I and IT Kings, or former prophets, and the latter prophets,
which are all the books from Isaiah to Malachi, except
Lamen ations and Daniel.

The Psalms, or Holy Writings, contain Psalms, Prov-
erbs, Job, Songs of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, FEeele-
siastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and I and IT
Chionicles. These were used as aids in devotion. The
epistles to the Romans, Galatians and Hebrews teach us
tgnt the Old Covenant has been succeeded by the New
and better one. The Old lasted till Christ. It had the
shadow of things to come, but not the substance. It was
temporal, not eternal. But the study of the Old Testa-
ment cannot be dispensed with, for it is the only ke{ to
the New Testament, and contains priceless lessons which
are of e%ua.l value in all ages.

The New Testament contains four divisions. Firs., the
four Gospels, written by those whose names they bear:
They are records of the {ife of Jesus. They bear witness
to his divine sonship by giving an account of his miracu-
lous conception, of his birth, life, death, burial, resurrec
fion and ascension. Hence, one writer gays, John 20: 31
“These are written that ye might believe that Jesus
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believicg ye migi
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nave life through his name.” Fill your hears w.th this
life-giving, loving, powerful, divine ﬁiend, who had all of
our joys, sorrows, and temptations, and who deeply feels
for us.
®Next is the book of Acts of Apostles, of which Luke i
the author. It tells how the Apostles bore witness to the
resurrection, forty days life, and ascension of Jesus; how
the church was orgéanized, sinners converted, and congre:

tions planted. Said Dr. Adam Clark, Metilodist sy
it we find the model after which the Onristian Church
should be builded.” Said Dr. Hackett, Baptist: “It
furnishes a history of the origin, gradual increase, and
extension of the Christian Church through the instru-
mentality, chiefly, of the Apostles Peter and Paul.” Sin-
ners, this book will teach you how to become Christians.

Next is twenty-one Epistles, which were wntten tc
teach those who had become Ohristians how to live the
new life,

Last is the book of Re wiaiion, which is mainly a book
of prophecy, turowing some light upen our eternal herue.

Thus each division has its own werk to do in the com
plete redemption of man from gin.

VALuE or THE BIibLE.

(1) It isthe only revelation of God, man, sin, salyation,
holiness and eternal life.

(2) 1v contains the gospel of Christ, which Paul, Rom.
L. 16, declares to be ‘““the power of God unto salvation,”
and being that by which I Peter 1: 23 declares we are
“born again.”

(3) 1tfurnishes the Christian the means of growth, so
that the new-born babe in Christ may become a man. See
II Tim. 3: 16, 17; I Peter 2 1, 2; Acts 20: 32.

(4) By it we will be judged at the last day. John 12: 48.

INCENTIVES TO STUDY THE BIBLE.

(1) Do you need faith! Rom. 10: 17, “Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

(2) Do you need light? Ps. 119: 105, “Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 180, “The
entrance of thy words giveth light.”

(8) Do you want evidence that you are saved? I John 5:
13, “These things have I written unto you that ye may
know that ye have eternal life.”

(4) Do you need grace and peace? 11 Peter 1: 2, “Grace
and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord.”

5) Do you need strength? 11 Tim. 8 : 16, 17, The word
of God will “completely furnish” you.

6) Do you need patience, comfort, and hope?! Rom. 15:
4 ese are richly furnished in the word of God.

But it will not do all this unless it is studied and
obeyed. Col. 8: 16, “Let the word of CL."st dwell in you
richly.” Matt. 7: 24, “Whosoeyer heareth ‘hese sayings
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken unto 1 wise' man,
who built his houge 1pon a rock.” Jas.1: 22, “Be ye
doers of the Word not hearers only.” May G/ help you
to make his word your daily meat, drink and . a!
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SALVATION FROM SIN.

oo

This subject is the most important of all. Wealth, learn-
ing and power, sink out of sight. There are four kingdoms:
of Nature, of Satan, of Grace, of Glory. Each kingdom has its
peculiar life: natural life, carnal life, spiritual life, eternal
life. Each of these kingdoms is entered by a birth. To enter
the kingdom of nature, one is born in the flesh; sin intro-
duces one into the kingdom of Satan. To enter the kingdom
of grace, the church, one must be *“born of water and Spirit.”
John 3:5. To enter the kingdom of glory, one is born from
the grave. Between the kingdoms of grace and glory lies
Hades, in which the spirits of the dead remain until the res-
urrection. There are ‘three salvations: first, from natural
dangers leading to sickness and physical death. Second, sul-
vation from the love, practice, penalty, guilt, and conse-
quences of sin in the kingdom of grace, the church of God.
Third, the final redemption of body and spirit in the king-
dom of glory—heaven itself. Salvation from perils in the
kingdom of nature and glory wili not be discussed here, but

How ARE WE SAvep v THE KiNGpoM OF GRACE—THE
CrURCH?

Three agents co-operate to accomplish this result:

1. The God-head, composed of Futher, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(1) The Father. John4: 14, “ The Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world® (2) The Son. Luke19:10, *“The
Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”
(3) The Holy Spirit. John, 16: 8, * He will convict the world
in respect of sia, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
This he did and does, through the preachingof the apostles,
whose words are the words of the Spirit. Acts 2: 37, “When
they heard this (Peter’s words), they were pricked in their
heart” These divine agents are a unit. But there are
others, without whose action there can be no salvation. God
does not force men to besaved. It isnot his fault if one islost.

L. The Preacher. 1 Cor,1:21, %1t is God’s good pleasurc,
through the foolishness of preaching, to save them that be-
lieve.” See also Acts 26:18, Rom. 10:13, 15, 1 Tim. 4:16
Bince the ascension of Jesus, neither Father, Son, Holy
Spirit or angel, has ever told one what to do to be saved, ex

- cept through the preacher. It was to men the Messiah said,

Mark 16:15, “ Go preach the gospel to the whole creation.”
Under this head comes oral speaking, writing, printing, pruy-
ing, right living.

III. The Sinner’s part. Mark 16: 16, “ He that believeth and
is baptized, shall be saved.” Acts 2: 38, “ Repent ye, and be
baptised, every one of you unio the remission of your sios
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and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 16 : 81
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved.” Put
all of these answers together. There is no merit in these
acts; they merely appropriate what God’s grace offers us.
The beautiful fifteenth chapter of Luke presents the divine
and human sides. The parables of the lost sheep and
money represent the divine side secking the sinner. The
parable of the lost boy represents the sinner as seeking
God by retarning home. God will not do your part, and
yon can not do his.

But to recapitulate, we find six canses at work : Eph. 2:8,
Grace of the Father; Rom.5: 9, Blood of the Son; Titus 3:5,
The Holy Spirit; Rom. 5:1, Faith in Christ ; Acts 2: 38, Re-
pentance; Acts 2: 38, 22: 16, Mark 16 16,1 Peter 3: 21, Bap-
tism. We live by eating, drinking, sleeping, not by eating
only; it takes all.

But to further explain. Faith and repentance deliver us
from the love and practice of sin. Upon obeying Jesus in bap-
tism, God removes the penalty of sin—forgives. Then &
hearty trust in God’s promise removes the guilt of sin, and we
enjoy “the peace of God which passeth undergtanding.”
Having obeyed the gospel, he gives us the Holy Spirit to eom-
fort and strengthen us in our onward march, thus removing
the consequences—the scars of sin in the spirit.

OBJECTIONS AND QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

(1) “Baptism, then, doea not change the heart?” If you mean
produces faith, repentance, or Jove of God, we answer, cer-
tainly not , these mnst precede baptism.

(2) “ But this makes man his oun saviour?” Only to the ex-
tent that he does his part. Acts2:4i, “ Save yourselves.”

(8) “Is there any promise of pardon to the unbaplized?”’ None
whatever. The promie is to the baptized believer, ana bap-
tism is immersion only. You are in danger if not immersed.

(4) “Then those will be lost that die unbaptized?”  Yes, il they
refuse 1o be baptized. To this agree Dr. Thos. O, Summers,
(Methodist) commentary on Acts 2:38, Dr. Albert Barnes,
(Presbyterian) commentary on Mark 16 : 16, Presbyterian
Confession of Faith, pages 147 and 82, Cumberland Preshyte-
rian Confession, the same, N, L. Rice, C. & R. Debate, puges
443,561.  We answer, not of those who could not be baptized,
or who thought they were and were not, We leave them to
the King who can not do less than he promises, though he
may do more. If he saves such, we will join in the song of
joy around the throne. But hedoes not tell us to &ay that he
will do this; we must be loyal to his trust.  With a loving
heart settle the matter by being “ buried with him in baptisin
and raised again;” thus the promise of pardon is yours.
Your spirit is worth too much to do less.
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- ADVANTAGES OF BEING A CHRISTIAN.

What is a Christian? This will be answered bi the New
Testament alone. It is alone of authority, and from its
decisions there is no appeal. The word Christian is often
used now in a historical sense. The United States is
called a Christian nation, though a 1 proportion of its-
citizens are not Christians in the Bible sense. Again,
ptrict and rigid morality alone cannot make one a Christian.
: One cannot be a Christian without being moral, but one
oA can be moral without béing a Christian. See the case of
ssgh Oornelius, Acts 10 and 11 chapters. His beautiful moral
character is seldom equaled, but le was not a Chnstian
* till after he had obeyed the gospel which Peter brought.
Again, one can be a Free Mason and not be a Christian,
, for many aresuch who reject Jesus Christ. To be a Chris-
e : tian one must with the whole heart accept Christ as the
e JHeasiah, the Son of God, and as hisSavior, Teacher, High
Priest, and King, and then obey him in the ordinance of
~ baptism, which is of his own appointment. With the
~ whole heart means with the intellect, which npon evi-
Jdence reasons that he rose from the dead; with the affec-
~ tions now placed upon him, loving what he loves and
 hating what he hates; and with the will which determines
one to follow him. Faith has to do with the intellect and
~+ affections, and repentance with the will. Thisstate of the
~ heart is made known by “the confession with the mouth,”
- Matt 10: 32; 16: 16; Rom. 10: 9,10. Thusone is prepared
for baptism, in which, Rom. 6: 4; Ool. 2: 12, he is “buried
~ with 6’11.rist,”,and rises to “walk in newness of life.”” Bee
~ the instructions to sinners in Acts 2: 38; 3: 19; 16: 30, 33;
~ 22:16. Thus he comes into Christ—his body or church,
and is entitled to the name Christian; and is prepared to
el s et e °°”f‘z}"q"§‘2§1”“§" Eohood ot 6.
~ gool i izi e Fatherhood of Ge
) a.nl(llgl the ‘tz}otherhloo%of n:lnf;n. is ig pu;e at?ld undeﬁlded
religion, (James 1: 27) and prepares one for the great day
~ mentioned in Matt. 25: 31,.26. o :
. Wnay BecoME A CHRISTIAN?
- (1) The first and greatest of all reasons is that God
~ commands it. It isalways best to obey him. Birduaihg
scome a Christian you persist in disobeying him. Ca=
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Father's estate, and worldly poverty cannot cause its loss.
You may be a beggar, like Lazarus, Luke 16:, but if you
are God’s child you are rich beyond all computation.
Dear reader, 18 this wealth yoursf

(6) The Christian is the special object of God's care.
Read Matt. 6: 24, 34. He loves the Christian far more
than he loves the sinner. John 14: 21, ‘““He that hathmy
commandments, and keepeth them, he if is that love
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father,
and I will love him”—that is, love him as no one else i8
loved. Can you say that God thus loves you§

(7) The Christian is enabled to turn his afflictions to
blessings. Rom. 8: 28, ‘““We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them that are
the called according to his purpose.” In all hig sorrows
he thinks of Jesus who was perfected through sufferings,
})Heb. 2:10) being enabled to say, “Thy will be done.

therwise sorrow will harden the heart agit did Pharaoh’s,
and cuuwse one to feel revengeful towards God. Does sor-
row soflen your heart?

(8) The Christian has more strength to livea good, nn-
gelfish life, and to resist temptations, for he feeds npon
Jesus “who went about doing good, and healing all who
were oppressed;” and who was so sorely tempted, “yet
without sin.”” See Matt. 4: 1, 11; Heb. 4: 15. Panl said,
Gal, 2: 20, “The life which I now live in the flesh, I live
by the faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.” Is this divine helper yours?

(9) The Christian can come boldly fo the throne of
Grace (Heb. 4: 16) and pray to God through Jesus, the
Mediator, (I Tim. 2: 6; Heb. 8: 6; 9: 15,) with the assur-
ance that he will be heard. . You dare not pray to God in
your own name, and how can you approach Him in the name
of Jesus whomgou reject?

th)LOTh hristian, though knowing well “the terror
of the Lord,” the hideousness of sinning, and the dangers
of the way, is through Ohrist delivered from the fear of

death and hell. Heb. 2 15, Jesus delivers them “who

through fear of death were all their life-time subject to
bondage.” He assures us of his ability by being himself
a vietorover death and Satan. Areyou free from thisbondage?

(11) The Christian has that sweet peace and jo?v which
comes from a humble obedience to God. The Bible places
this peace and joy after obedience to the gospel. John
13: 17, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do
them.”” How hap%yone they who their Savior obey! See
also James 1: 25; m. 2: 10; Acts2: 46; 8: 39; 16: 34.
How sweet to feel conscious of having done right. Hauve
you that “peace which passeth understanding?”

Many more reasons could be given. In view of these
advantages how can you stay away from the Savior?
Satan is not your friend, for the longer you serve him the
more he will torture you. Be exhorted to obey the gospel
and become a Ohristian, for T Sam. 15: 22, 23, “To obey
God is better than sacriﬂce, and to hearken than the fat of
rams; for rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and stub-
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry.”

Printed wW. bee, Trustee,
[ forie Cl}y};gi g:io‘:: ivi;)r:c:m%'a"blzv tol%)lgy- fifty cents
hundred, postpaid, to those who are able. This fund is kept vp

. by contributions and the sale of tracts.]




"theut ;ﬂmt they ctll
t you are lnfull fel-



















